
SUPPORT US TO
GIVE OUR CHILDREN

THE BEST START IN LIFE



Dads4Kids is a Harm Prevention Charity 
committed to excellence in fathering.

To transform 
the nation by 
inspiring fathers 
to help their 
children be the 
best they can be.

To equip, encourage 
and inspire fathers; to 
strengthen & support 
families; to engage 
with community, 
church, business & 
government in order 
to see our children 
thrive.

• Courage

• Compassion

• Integrity

• Humility

• Faith

VISION MISSION VALUES

“ It is easier to build strong children than to repair broken men.” - Frederick Douglass 



C rystal’s mother and father had 
broken up a few months ago 

and had moved from the family 
home, each going their own way. 
The family home was put up for 
sale. One night the neighbours were 
woken by a loud noise that sounded 
like an explosion.

They looked out their windows to 
see a massive fire which quickly 
engulfed the house. Arson squad 
detectives said it appeared that an 
accelerant had been used to start 
the fire in the house. It had been 
spread throughout the house. Crys-
tal’s body was found in the laundry. 
The laundry door had been locked.

Police had said that it was unclear 
why Crystal had returned to the 
house. She had been living nearby 
with her mother and brother. Her 
father was no longer in the family 
home.

We all know the pain of  family 
breakup. Whether you have expe-
rienced it for yourself  firsthand 
or you have had close friends who 
experienced the searing pain that 
comes with the loss of  close family 
relationships. It is not hard to see 
why a young girl would go back to 
what was once her family home and 
grieve. 

Put yourself  in her shoes. What 
would she have been thinking 
sitting there in that empty house? 
Was she thinking about happier 
times or thinking about the argu-

ments, the breakdown of  her 
family or maybe both? 

Then the sadness of  what’s 
happened overwhelms her. It was 
then she poured petrol in every 
room of  her old home. She then 
threw a match and resigned herself  
to death over life. 

Sadly, there are 870,000 children 
who will go to sleep tonight in 
Australia without their father in the 
home just like Crystal. Many go to 
sleep in tears, others hide the pain. 
For many the pain comes out in 
unexplained and damaging behav-
iours as the children grow to adult-
hood.  Whatever the case the cost is 
way too high.

Professor Stephen Baskerville writ-
ing in The Independent Review 
said,  “Virtually every major social 
pathology has been linked to father-
less children: violent crime, drug 
and alcohol abuse, truancy, unwed 
pregnancy, suicide, and psychologi-
cal disorders—all correlating more 
strongly with fatherlessness than 
with any other single factor.”

Writing about the situation in 
America in 1996, sociologist David 
Popenoe said this: “The decline 
of  fatherhood is one of  the most 
basic, unexpected, and extraordi-
nary social trends of  our time.” 
Dr Bruce Robinson, University of  
Western Australia, and author of  
Fathering from the Fast Lane has 
estimated the cost of  fatherlessness 

in Australia to be over 13 billion 
dollars per year.

A massive longitudinal study under-
taken in Sweden involving over one 
million children found that chil-
dren from single parents showed 
increased risks of  psychiatric 
disease, suicide or suicide attempt, 
injury and addiction. The authors, 
writing in The Lancet, concluded 
that growing up in “a single-par-
ent family has disadvantages to the 
health of  the child”. It might be 
noted that 85% of  single parent 
homes are fatherless just like Crys-
tals. 

One expert from Harvard medi-
cal school who has studied over 40 
years of  research on the question 
of  parental absence and children’s 
well-being said this: “What has 
been shown over and over again to 
contribute most to the emotional 
development of  the child is a close, 
warm, sustained and continuous 
relationship with both parents.”  Or 
as David Blankenhorn has stated in 
Fatherless America: “Fatherlessness 
is the most harmful demographic 
trend of  this generation.”

Sadly, the situation is not much 
different in Australia. We need to 
reverse the trend of  fatherless-
ness.  We need to put our children 
first and resource fathers to help 
give their children the best start in 
life. We invite your support in our 
mission.

CHILDREN FIRST
“There is no more vital calling or vocation for men than fathering.” -  Wilhelm Busch



Dads4Kids History

“As the family goes, so goes the 
nation, and so goes the whole 

world in which we live.” 
- John Paul II 

D ads4Kids is a harm prevention tax 
deductible charity founded 1 May 2002, 

with a mission to turn the tide of  fatherlessness.  
The Dads4Kids Weekly Email Newsletter was 
launched on Father’s Day the same year and it 
continues to this day. Research shows that the 
Dads4Kids weekly newsletter is the largest, 
longest-running weekly fatherhood email 
newsletter in the world. We have reached tens of  
thousands of  men with the message of  excellence 
in fathering.

In August 2002, Dads4Kids inaugurated a National 
TV Community Service Ad Campaign to encourage 
and inspire Aussie dads. These Excellence in 
Fathering Campaigns run by Dads4Kids have 
continued on TV every year garnering tens of  
millions of  dollars in free advertisements and have 
been seen by 21 million Australians in some cases 
hundreds of  times. 

Dads4Kids released the historic 12 Point Plan in 
Parliament House in June 2003 by Mark Latham 
MP, then Shadow Treasurer & Larry Anthony 
MP, Minister for Youth & Children. The 12 Point  
Plan became the foundational document in the 
restoration of  fatherhood in Australia.

Dads4Kids coordinated the National Strategic 
Conference on Fatherhood in August 2003 at 
Parliament House in Canberra and has continued 
right up till this day organising Forums, 
Consultations, Conferences and National 
Summits to support Children, Men’s Health, 
Families and advocate for good fathering.

The above policy forums helped inaugurate the 
positive changes to the Family Law Act in 2006, 
which saw fathers gain greater access to their 
children after divorce. The other major advance 
was the introduction of  the National Men’s 
Health Policy in 2010, Australia being the third 
country in the world to do so. Australia became 
a pace setter for men’s health and has seen an 
improvement in male life spans as a result. 

Dads4Kids is also the global driving force behind 
the International Men’s Day website which was 
built in 2008. Since this time International Men’s 
Day has exploded around the world and has saved 

hundreds of  thousands of  men from an early death 
through proactive men’s health campaigns.

In 2004 Dads4Kids pioneered the first Good to Great 
Fathering Course. The ten week fathering course 
is inspired by the SAS so it incorporates practical 
training for Dads at the highest level possible. The 
Course is structured around small groups of  men 
with video input from expert trainers.  Dads4Kids 
has seen 404 men graduate from this course over 
the last 16 years.

The Courageous Online Fathering Course was 
released by Dads4Kids in September 2018 and now 
has students in 77 countries, with Australia having 
the largest group of  graduates. The Courageous 
Fathering Course is considered by some as the most 
advanced online fathering course in the world. 

The goal of  Dads4Kids is to equip, encourage and 
train fathers; to strengthen and support families; 
and to engage with individuals, community, church, 
business and government in order to give our 
children the best start in life.

Warwick & Alison Marsh
Founders, Dads4Kids



F atherlessness is a growing 
problem in Australia and the 

western world. Whether caused by 
divorce and broken families, drug 
or alcohol addiction, irresponsible 
men or by deliberate single parent-
ing, more and more children grow 
up without fathers.

Indeed, 85 per cent of single parent 
families are fatherless families, 
representing 870,000 children in 
our nation today. 

Moreover, many more children 
have a father in the home, but dad 
is disengaged. Maybe he just needs 
training in the skills of being a good 
father. Father absence, whether 
physically or emotionally, has been 
shown to be a major disadvantage 
to the wellbeing of children. 

The following is a summary of 
the evidence for the importance 
of fathers and the need for stable 
two-parent loving families. For the 
research data refer to: 

www.dads4kids.org.au

THE FACTS ON  
FATHERLESSNESS

• Fatherlessness brings poverty

• Fatherlessness lowers 
educational performance

• Fatherlessness increases crime

• Fatherlessness increases drug abuse

• Fatherlessness increases 
mental health problems

• Fatherlessness increases suicide 

• Fatherlessness and family 
breakdown is estimated to cost 13 
billion dollars p.a. in Australia

• Fatherlessness increases all forms of 
violence including domestic violence

• Fatherlessness increases child abuse

• Fatherlessness increases the 
risk of child sexual abuse

• Fatherlessness and family breakdown 
are the major problems of our society 

• Fatherlessness is a cyclical problem 
that multiplies generationally

“When the family is destroyed, society eventually disintegrates.” - Billy Graham



Source: ABS census & research from National Fatherhood Initiative USA.
Data represents children living without their biological father in the home.

The Father
Absence Crisis

In Australia

There is a crisis in Australia. According to the ABS,
870,000 children, more than 1 in 6, live without 

their biological father in the home. Consequently,
there is a “father factor” in nearly all of the societal 

ills facing Australia today. Research shows that when
a child is raised in a father-absent home, he or she 

is affected in the following ways...

CHILDREN870,000
WITHOUT THEIR FATHER AT HOME
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21 REASONS  

A Summary of the Research & Evidence 
Original Base Document by Sarah Allen, MSc and Kerry Daly, PhD, University of Guelph, for the Father Involvement 
Initiative - Ontario Network. Also, Facts on Fatherlessness by Bill Muehlenberg & Father Facts Version 8 from NFI in USA 
2019 Adapted by Warwick Marsh, CEO Dads4Kids, Australia. Draft 6. 

Why Involved Fathers are a Benefit  
to Children, Families & Society

1. Children of  involved fathers 
will be more cognitively 
competent at 6 months of  age 
and do better as infants.  

2. Toddlers with involved fathers 
are more resilient and capable. 

3. Mothers married to involved and 
loving fathers are more supported 
in childbirth and child rearing. 
Those mothers will experience 
higher levels of  wellbeing, 
less poverty and more positive 
outcomes than those women 
partnered with uninvolved fathers. 

4. Children with involved and 
loving fathers will experience 
higher levels of  wellbeing and 
better mental health than those 
children with uninvolved fathers.

5. Children of  involved fathers 
will have higher IQ scores.

6. Children of  involved fathers will 
have higher academic grades 
and do better at school. 

7. Children of  involved and 
loving fathers will experience 
better health, less poverty, less 
negative outcomes as they 



grow up compared with children 
with uninvolved fathers. 

8. Children of  effective fathers will 
have superior problem-solving 
skills and deal better with stress. 

9. Daughters of  involved 
fathers will do better as 
both children and adults.

10. Daughters of  involved and 
loving fathers will be less likely to 
experience domestic violence. 

11. Daughters of  involved and 
loving fathers are less likely to be 
entangled in teen pregnancies.  

12. Boys with involved and loving 
fathers are less likely to be 
aggressive and less likely to be 
involved in domestic violence 
when they are adults. 

13. Children of  involved 
fathers will be less likely to 
experience sexual abuse. 

14. Children of  involved and loving 
fathers will be less likely to be 
physically abused as a child. 

15. Children with involved and loving 
fathers are less likely to commit 
suicide or engage in self  harm.

16. Children of  involved 
committed fathers are less 
likely to be delinquents and 
less likely to be involved in 
criminal behavior as adults.

17. Children of  involved fathers are 
less likely to abuse drugs or alcohol.

18. Children of  fathers who 
are warm and nurturing will 
have greater moral maturity 
and be more empathetic as 
both adults and children. 

19. Children of  involved fathers will 
have better relational outcomes 
as adults and children. 

20. Children of  involved fathers 
will have higher levels of  
economic and career success 
as adults as they mature.  

21. Fathers who are involved and 
nurturing will save the federal and 
state government billions of  dollars 
per annum in wasted expenditure.

“The greatest thing a father can do for 
his children is to love their mother.” 

- Josh McDowell



What Others Say

Eva
“I love the Dads4Kids Camp 

because I get to spend time with 
my Dad.”

Phil Crocker
- Good2Great Trainer -

“The Courageous Online  
Fathering Course is a great place 
to start. I would recommend it 
to any man who has children.”

Senator Concetta  
Fierravanti-Wells

- Parliamentarian -
“Dads4Kids plays an important role 
in upholding the family as a critical 

foundation of  our society and the key 
role that dads have. Congratulations to 

Warwick and Alison Marsh for founding 
Dads4Kids.”

James
“The Good to Great Fathering 

course made me realise the impact 
that a father has on his family and 

how critical fathers really are.”

Jo
“The course helped my husband 
keep the thoughtful details alive 
for us, like date nights and giv-

ing me bubble baths and making 
me feel special.”

Ps Ron Williams
- Indigenous Elder -

“The greatest need in Australia 
is the restoration of  fatherhood 
among Aussie males to regain 

their identity, dignity and destiny... 
I commend Dads4kids to you for 

your support.”

 ► 21 million people have 
viewed the Dads4Kids 
Community Service 
Announcements on 
television, inspiring men 
with the message of  
excellence in fathering. 
 ► Dads4Kids has reached 
10.6 million people 
over the last 18 years 
with a message of  
excellence in fathering 
through 60 second 
radio spots, Facebook, 
Instagram, YouTube, 
social media, websites 

and mainstream media, 
including commercial 
radio, TV news 
and newspapers.
 ► Weekly Dads4Kids 
newsletter to inspire 
fathers and encourage 
families has been sent 
2,277,000 times to 
individual fathers since 
Father’s Day 2002.
 ► 400 men have 
attended Fatherhood 
Success Seminars with 
thousands attending 
other similar events.

 ► The Courageous 
Fathering Course, 
commenced in 
September 2018, 
has 747 fathers 
enrolled as students.
 ► Men’s Leadership 
Summit, to train 
the trainer, has had 
233 attendees.
 ► Since 2004, Dads4kids 
has trained over 400 
men in the high-
level Good to Great 
Fathering Course.

 ► Dads4Kids has 
campaigned strongly 
against child sexual 
abuse and advocated 
for sexual integrity 
to protect women 
and children.
 ► In 2008 Dads4Kids 
helped pioneer a 
National Men’s Health 
Policy in government. 
Through our efforts 
2,597 lives of  men 
have been saved.

Dads4Kids Achievements



URGENT HELP NEEDED  
The Father Absence Crisis in 

Australia is devastating our chil-
dren. We know that 870,000 children 
go to sleep each night without their 
father in the home. Over a million 
more children have a father but he is 
emotionally absent from them.  That 
father has never been trained in the 
skills he needs to be a good dad. The 
coronavirus pandemic has only exac-
erbated the needs of the hour. It is 
critical that we turn the tide of father-
lessness for the sake of our children. 
We need your help to do so.

Our goal over the next three years 
is to help our children thrive and 
do better than they have ever done 
before. Our mission is to train more 
and more fathers in excellence in 
fathering. We need to take the work 
of Dads4Kids to the next level. 
Dads4Kids has formulated a 3 year 
Strategic Plan to help Australia’s chil-
dren and give them the best start in 
life. To do this we need the injection 
of significant funding.

• Help Dads4Kids intensively train over 
2,000 Dads in excellence in fathering 
over the next 3 years. These men will then 
become trainers of other fathers and those 
in turn will do the same. It is always the 
many who are changed by the few.

• Help Dads4Kids repeat the message of training 
men in excellence in fathering by getting the 
message out 44 million times over the next 3 
years through TV, radio, print, social media and 
the web. That means 200 million views. Zig Ziglar 
said that “Repetition is the mother of learning, 
the father of action which makes it the architect 
of accomplishment.” The important message 
of excellence in fathering has to be repeated 
again and again before it will get through.

• Help Dads4Kids continue to campaign to 
stop child sexual abuse and to protect women 
and children from sexual exploitation.

• Help Dads4Kids continue our Men’s 
Health campaigns, with  a goal to save 
the lives of over 3,000 men over the next 
three years. Children need their dads.

The simple  mission of Dads4kids is to put a smile on the faces of millions of Australian children.  
Together we can give them the best start in life. We invite your tax deductible support.

Dads4kids Bank Account: Fatherhood Foundation: Westpac Wollongong, BSB: 032 695 A/C: 255558 
Dads4Kids Donation Portal: http://www.fatherhood.org.au/donate

Dads4Kids Office: 1/33 Central Rd Unanderra NSW 2526, Phone 02 42726677 
Email: info@dads4kids.org.au  Website: www.dads4kids.org.au



THANK YOU!

WWW.DADS4KIDS.ORG.AU

Give Our Children The Best Start In Life


